
M E D 

Me'dic. it. f. [mcdicct, Latin.] A plant. 
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IT,it, 5 a ° mc dical vacation would per- 

Me'dicaliy nJr,, re , _ Brown's Vulgar Err ours. 

T„t C [ fron > mcdual.] Phyfically; medicinally 

vanced thetl Pr0m °^ th j s “ nfid ^ion, Vnd nXt ad- 
Me'mcamIt wasthedoarmer of Hippocrates. Brim,. 

Any thino- r ,1 [™ ed,cament ’ Ft- medicamentum, Latin.] 
AdmnnT ln c heahn f ; S eneral) y Epical applications. J 
nr,hf r I,S ’ J fraterna ° r P aternal > then more publick re- 
p ehenfions; and, upon the unfuccefsfulnefs of thefe milder 
medicaments, the ufe of that ftronger phyfick, the cenfures. 

a i , Hammond's Fundamentals 

A cruel wound was cured by fealding medicaments, after it 
was putnfied; and the violent fwelling and bruife of another 
was taken away by fealdmg it with milk. Temple’s Mifccl 

M r!Li AME / TA j L ' ldj ' [ medtcame »‘cax, Fr. from medicament .] 
Relating to medicine, internal or topical. J 

1 mcdieamental.] After the man- 

-rtf ^‘ Cine 5 Wlth the power of medicine. 
unJf fu ^ ai J c . e of S old , is Evincible by the powerfulleft ac¬ 
tion of natural heat; and that not onlv alimentally in a fub- 
itantial mutation, but alfo medicamentally in any corporeal 
converfion. BroWn > s y u/ ^ - 

To Medicate, v. a. [medico, Lat.] To tindure or impreg¬ 
nate with any thing medicinal. a 

The fumes, fleams, and flenches of London, do fo medi- 
^ and impregnate the air about it, that it becomes capable 
of httle more. Grounds Bills of Mortality. 

. ° t lls ma y be afcribed the great effe&s of medicated wa- 

tCYS ' _ , , Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

bhe lecured the whitenefs of my hand by medicated gloves. 

Tv/r / Rambler . 

Medica'tion. n.f [from medicate.] 

I* , The ad * tincturing or impregnating with medicinal ingre¬ 
dients. ® 

The watering of the plant with an infufion of the medi¬ 
cine may have more force than the reft, becaufe the medica¬ 
tion is oft renewed. Bacon's Nat. Hid. 

2. The ufe of phyfick. J 

He advifeth to oblerve the times of the equinoxes and fol- 
ftices, and to declare medication ten days before and after. 

Brown's V ulgar ■ Err curs , b. iv. 
Medi'cinable. adj. [medicinalis , Lat.] Having the power of 
phyfick. 

Old oil is more clear and hot in medicinable ufe. Bacon. 
Accept a bottle made of a ferpentine ftone, which gives 
any wine infufed therein for four and twenty hours the tafte 
and operation of the Spaw \vater, and is very medicinable for 
the cure of the fpleen. Wotton. 

The jaw-bones, hearts, and galls of pikes are medicinable. 

Walton s Angler. 

Medici'nal. adj. [ medicinalis , Latin : this word is now com¬ 
monly pronounced medicinal , with the accent on the fecond 
lyllable; but more properly, and more agreeably to the beft 
authorities, medicinal.] 

I. Having the power of healing ; having phyfical virtue. 

Come with words as medicinal as true, 

Honeft as either; to purge him of that humour 

That prefles him from deep. Shakefp. Winter's Tale. 

Thoughts my tormentors arm’d with deadly ftings. 
Mangle my apprehenfive tendereft parts; 

Exafperate, exulcerate and raife 

Dire inflammation, which no cooling herb 

Nor medicinal liquor can affuage. Milton's Agonijlcs. 

The fecond caufes took the fwift command. 

The medicinal head, the ready hand ; 

All but eternal doom was conquer’d by their art. Dryden , 


med 

rally pronounced as if only of two fyllablcs w ■ , 
fck ; any remedy adminiftered by aphyficLn ^ % 
o my dear father ! reparation, 'hang 
Thy medicine on my lips ; and let this k | 

-Repair thofe violent harms. c/, L n 

Let’s make us medicines of our great ZfL ” 1 Ltar - 
To cure this deadly grief. S e , ^ s > 

A merry heart doth good like a e W e< jf c s Macbeth. 
fpiritdrieth the bones. 6 bat a broken 

Deteft I' 0 d >- yCt d3re J T death ™ da re i XViL “• 

nS HBL ^om the noun.] To operate a, 


2. Belonging to phyfick. 

Learn’d he was in med'cinal lore. 

For by his fide a pouch he wore. 

Replete with ftrange hermetick powder, 

That wounds nine miles point-blank with folder. Butler. 

Such are called medicinal-days by fome writers, wherein no 
crifis or change is expected, fo as to forbid the ufe of medi¬ 
cines : but it is inoft properly ufed for thofe days wherein 
purging, or any other evacuation, is more conveniently com¬ 
plied with. Quincy. 

Medicinal-hours are thofe wherein it is fuppofed that medi¬ 
cines may be taken, commonly reckoned in the morning faft- 
: ^g, about an hour before dinner, about four hours after din- 
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ME-DICEw Abi i. uuu. [_riuin meui(.irmp. j x uy . 

The witnefies that leech-like liv’d on blood. 

Sucking for them were med'cinally good. Dryden. 

JVIeTicine. n.f [ medicine , Fr. medicina , Latin. It is gene- 


Not all the drowfy fyrups of the world, 
bhall ever medicine thee to that fweet fleep 
W luch thou owedft yefterday. K or , , 

MEDf'ETY n.f [mediete, Fr. medietas, Lat.] Mid tin? 

partiapation of two extremes; half. J MlMka ^ 

They contained no fifty compofure. but m ,j 

r.t Si tl ” l ""“ —* S"? etli 

MEmo'cRiTY. n.f [medmrite, French L«T 

1. Small degree; middle rate; middle ftate. ’ ^ 

ten of age feldom drive bufinefs home to the full j 
but content themfelves with a mediocrity of fuccefs. D„ d 

duket^f PP f are<l t Fid den and marvellous converfion in ft 
duke S cafe, from the moft exalted to the moft deprefl'ed a 
if fts expedition had been capable of no mediocrities. Wottli 
He likens the mediocrity of wit to one of a mean fortune 
who manages his ftore with great parfimony; but who wit! 
cenr° f fT™" 5 lnt0 P rofufenefs > never arrives to the ma’enifi. 

cenceofhving. Dryden’s State of Inninl 

Getting and improving our knowledge in fubftances onh 
by experience and hiftory, is all that the weaknefs of oil 
faculties ill this ftate of mediocrity, while we are in this world 
can attain to. T 3 

2. Moderation; temperance. Obfolete. ***' 

LefLappetite, in the ufe of food, fhould lead us beyond 
that which is meet, we owe, in this cafe, obedience to that 
law of reafon which teacheth mediocrity in meats 'and drinks. 

"vnri. . i Hooker , b. i, 

When they urge us to extreme oppofition againft the 

church of Rome, do they mean we fhould be drawn unto it 
only for a time, and afterwards return to a mediocrity. Hooker. 
Io Me'ditate. v. a. [mediter, French; meditor , Lat.J To 
plan; to fcheme; to contrive. 

Blefled is the man that doth meditate good things in wif- 
dom, and that reafoneth of holy things by his underftanding. 

Eccluf. xiv. 20. 

Some affirmed that I meditated a war; God knows, I did 
not then think of war. King Charles « 

Like a lion that unheeded lay, 

Diftembling fleep, and watchful to betray, ( 

With inward rage he meditates his prey. Dryden . ) 

Before the memory of the flood was loft, men meditated 
the fetting up a falfe religion at Babel, Forbes. 

2. To think on ; to revolve in the mind. 

1 hem among 

There fet a man of ripe and perfect age, 

Who did them meditate all his life long. Fairy Fjueen. 
To Me'ditate. v. n. To think; to mule; to contemplate; 
to dwell on with intenfe thought. It is commonly ul’ed of 
pious contemplation. 

His delight is iq the law. of the Lord, and in his law doth 
he meditate night ajid day. PJdl. i. 2. 

I will meditate alfo of all thy work, and talk of all thy 
doings. pjdi. IxXVii.,12. 

Meditate till you make fome aeft of piety upon the occafion 
of what you meditate ; either get fome new arguments againft 
a fin, or fome new encouragements to virtue. Taylor. 

To worfhip God, to ftudy his will, to meditate upon him, 
and to love him ; all thefe being great pleafure arid peace. 

Tillotfon's Sermons. 

Medita'tion. n.f. [ meditation , Fr. meditatio, Latin.] 

1. Deep thought; clofe attention; contrivance ; contemplation. 

I left the meditations wherein I was, and fpake to her in 
anger. 2 Efd. x. 5. 

Some thought and meditation are neceflary; and a man 
may poffibly be fo ftupid as not to have God in ah his 
thoughts, or to fay in his heart, there is none. Bentley. 

2 . Thought employed upon facred objedls. 

His name was heavenly contemplation; 

Of God and goodnels was his meditation. Fairy 2 {u. b. 1. 

’Tis moft true, 

That muflng meditation moft affeefs 
The penftve fecrefy of defert cell. 

Thy thoughts to nobler meditatio?is give, 

And ftudy how to die, not how to live. Granv ™ 

3. A feries of thoughts, occafioned by any object or occurrenc 
Meditative, adj. [from meditate.] 

1. Addidfed to meditation. 

2. Expreffingf intention or defign, 

MeDiterRa: 


Milio. 




MED 


^adj.[medius and terra', mediterraheejFr.] 


Mediterra'ne. 

Mediterranean. 

MediterraNeous 

1. Encircled with land. . 

In all tharpart that lieth on the north fide of the mediter- 
rane fea, it is thought not to be the vulgar tongue. Brerewood. 

2 . Inland; remote from the fea. 

It is found in mountains and mediterraneans parts ; and lo 
it is a fat and undtuous fublimation of the earth. Brown. 

We have taken a lefs height of the mountains than is re¬ 
quisite, if we refpedt the mediterraneans mountains, or thofe 
that are at a great diftance from the fea. 

Me'dium. n.f, [; medium , Latin.] 


Burnet. 


1. 


Any thing intervening. 

Whether any other liquors, being made jnediums , caufe a 
- - - • 1 * * ^ Bacon. 


diverfity of found from water, it may be tried. 

I muft bring together 

All thefe extremes; and muft remove all mediums , 

That each may be the other’s objedL Denham. 

feeing requires light and a free medium , and a right line to 
the objedh ; vre can hear in the dark, immured, and by curve 
lines. Holder. 

He, who looks upon the foul through its outward adtions, 
often fees it through a deceitful medium, which is apt to dis¬ 
colour the objeeft. Addifon's Sped}. N°. 257. 

The parts of bodies on which their colours depend, are 
denfer than the medium which pervades their interftices. Newt. 

Againft filling the heavens with fluid mediums, unlefs they 
be exceeding rare, a great objedHon arifes from the regular 
and very lafting motions of the planets and comets in all 
manner of courfes through the heavens. Newton's Opticks. 

2. Any thing ufed in ratiocination, in order to a conclufion ; 
the middle term in an argument, by which propofitions are 
connedted. 

This cannot be anfwered by thofe mediums which have 
been ufed. Dryden's jfuvenal. 

We, whofe underftandings are Abort, are forced to colledl: 
one thing from another, and in that procefs we feek out pro¬ 
per mediums. Baker's Reflections on Learning. 

3. The middle place or degree; the juft temperature between 
extremes. 

The juft medium of this cafe lies betwixt the pride and the 
abjedHon, the two extremes. L'EJlrange. 

Me'dlar. n.f [i mefpilus , Latin.] 

1. A tree. 

The leaves of the medlar are either whole, and fhaped like 
thofe of the laurel, as in the manured forts; or laciniated, 
as in the wild forts : the flower confifts of five leaves, which 
expand in form of a rofe : the fruits are umbilicated, and are 
not eatable till they decay; and have, for the moft part, five 
hard feeds in each. Miller 

2. The fruit of that tree. 

You’ll be rotten ere you be half ripe, 

And that’s the right virtue of the medlar. Shakefpeare. 

Now will he fit under a medlar tree, 

And wifh his miftrefs were that kind of fruit. 

Which maids call medlars. Shakefp. Romeo and Juliet. 

I was fain to forfwear it; they would elfe have married me 

t0 ^ e „ r ? tten m l dlar ■ Shakefpeare. 

Uctober is drawn in a garment of yellow and carnation; 
with a bafket of fervices, medlars, and chefnuts. Peacham. 

No rotten medlars, whilft there be 
Whole orchards in virginity. Cleaveland. 

Men have gather’d from the hawthorn’s branch 
Large medlars , imitating regal crowns. Philits 

To Medle. ) m . , 

To Medly. J Vm a ' To mingle. Spenfer. 

Me dlv. n.f. [from meddle for mingle.’] A mixture ; a mifcel- 
lany; a mingled mafs. It is commonly ufed with fome de¬ 
gree of contempt. 

Some imagined that the powder in the armory had taken 
nre; others, that troops of horfemen approached : in which 

j f con< r eits the y bare down °ne upon another, and 
joined many into the tower ditch. Hayward. 

Love is a medley of endearments, jars, 

Sufpicions, quarrels, reconcilements, wars; 

Then peace again. 7 y 

They count their toilfome marches, lone fatigues “ ‘ 
Unufual failings, and will bear no more § ’ 

This medley 0 f philofophy and war. Addifon’s Cato 

Mahomet began to knockdown his fellow citizens and 

tdoodfted. “ unnaturaI £ religio^ and 

1 here are that a compounded fluid drain ^ 

From different mixtures : the blended ftreams 
Each mutually correcting each, create 
A pleafurable medley. 

AIe dley. adj. Mingled ; confufed. 

I’m ftrangely difeompos’d; 
k^alms at my heart, convulfions in my nerves 
Within my little world make medley war ’ 

Y%l^re, Fr. from moduli 
¥ LLARY - 5 Pertaining to the marrow. 


MEE 

Thefe little emiffaries, united together at the cortical part 
of the brain, make the medullar part, being a bundle of very 
final!, thread-like chanels or fibres. Cheyne s Phil. Principles. 

The back, for the fecurity of that medullary fubftance that 
runs down its cavity, is bent after the manner of the catena¬ 
rian curve. Cheyne's Phil. Principles. 

Meed. n.f. [meb, Saxon; miete, Teutonick.] Reward; re- 
compence. Now rarely ufed. 

He knows his meed, if he be fpide, 

Hubherd. 


Fairy Queen, 
Shakefpeare. 

Milton. 
Pope's Odyjfey . 


Philips. 


Dryden . 
Latin.] 


To be a thoufand deaths, and ihame belide. 

Whether in beauties glory did exceed, 

A rofy garland was the vi&or’s meede. 

Thanks to men 
Of noble minds is honourable meed. 

He muft not float upon his wat’ry bier 
Unwept, and welter to the parching wind. 

Without the meed of fome melodious tear 
If fo a cloak and vefture be my meed 
Till his return, no title fhall I plead. 

2. Prefent; gift. 

Plutus, the god of gold, 

Is but his fteward : no meed but he repays 
Seven-fold above itfelf. Shakefp. Timon of Athens. 

Meek. adj. [minkr, Iflandick.] Mild of temper; not proud; 
not rough ; not eafily provoked ; foft; gentle. 

Mofes was very meek above all men. Numb. xii. 3. 

But he her fears to ceafe, 

Sent down the meek-ey'd peace. Milton-. 

We ought to be very cautious and #z^i-fpirited, till we 
are affured of the honefty of our anceftors. Collier. 

To Me'eken. v. a. [from meek.] To make meek; to foften. 
This word I have found no where elfe. 

The glaring lion faw, his horrid heart 
Was meeken'd, and he join’d his fullen joy. Thomfon. 

Me'ekly. adv. [from meek.] Mildly; gently; not ruggedly ; 
not proudly. 

Be therefore, O my dear lords, pacify’d. 

And this miftfeeming difeord meekly lay afide. Fairy Qui 
No pride does with your rifing honours grow. 

You meekly look on fuppliant crowds below. Stepney. 

Me'ekness. n.f [from meek.] Gentlenefs; mildnefs; foftnefs 
of temper. 

That pride and meeknefs mixt by equal part. 

Do both appear t’ adorn her beauty’s grace. Hubberd. 

You fign your place and calling, in full feeming, 

With meeknefs and humility ; but your heart 
Is cramm’d with arrogancy, fpleen and pride. Shakefp. 
When his late diftemper attack’d him, he fubmitted to it 
with great meeknefs and refignation, as became a Chriftian. 

** r . „ ,, Atterbury's Sermons . 

Meer. adj. See Mere. Simple ; unmixed. 

Meer. n.f [See Mere.] A lake ; a boundary. 

Me'ered. adj. Relating to a boundary; meer being a boun¬ 
dary, or mark of divifion. ' Hanmer 

What, although you fled ! why ftiould he follow you ? * 

1 he itch of his affeclion ftiould not then 
Have nickt his captainlhip; at fuch a point, 

When half to half the world oppos’d, he being 

Meet e Jr^f qU Kr iCn ‘ , Sba *&- AnU and Cleopatra . 
Now r f y e,/ u °L 0bfCUre et >™ olo SyO Fit; proper; qualified. 

All 1 my dear love, why do you fleep thus long. 

When mooter were that you fhould now awake ? ° Spenfer. 
If the eleaion of the mimfter fhould be committed^ to 
every parifh, would they chufe the meeteft. mLft 

I am a tainted wether of the flock, Sd ‘ 

M rfhel deat \ Shake ft- Merchmt °f Venice, 

To be known fhortens my laid intent, J 

My boon j make it, that you know me not, 

1 ill time and I think meet. ShnbpCh V t 

Wh at , t an ime have you hear(J HyMp Ktn g Lear. 

That, Sir, which I will not report after her. 

may to me, and ’tis moft meet you fhould. Shak 
York is meetejl man 

j 0 be y° ur regent in the realm of France. Shaken, 

J l “ d *-*<*--*232 

, M T^ e e ^ e f ve 7 proper and meet for feeing ^ 

’•“.So” r-»“-• I'»~ -..I.." mb.] T& 

To Meet. v. a. pret. I,net-, I have met ■ .• • Shake ft‘«re. 

tan, Saxon, to find; moeten, Dmch ] ’ part,CI P'[«ne- 
*• T ° t0 face I ‘o encounter? 

Metjl thou my pofts ? 

d^His daughter came out tQ ^ him ^ ^akefpeare: 

Ahimelech was afraid Judgesx i. 34.. 

2 . To join another in the ° f David ’ 

T l? he , n fha11 we th ree meet again 


I knew 
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